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A Statement on Miramichi Smallmouth from Chief George Ginnish, Chair of the Board, North 
Shore Micmac District Council and Chief of Natoaganeg First Nation 
 
Smallmouth bass were introduced to Miramichi Lake. They are not native to our region, and it is 
unfortunate that this action disregarded the effects invasive species have on the ecosystem, 
traditional lands, and practices. 
 
We have seen the damage caused by smallmouth in places like the Wolastoq and its great 
tributaries, the Tobique and Nashwaak. Hydro dams and invasive species have transformed the 
watershed. It would be unrecognizable to people alive even 80 years ago.  
 
This is a historic shame and we stand with the Wolastoqey people in their efforts to right these 
wrongs and restore that beautiful river. In Wabanaki, we will not risk losing another traditional 
resource such as Miramichi Atlantic salmon. It would be a mark on all of us alive today and an 
injustice to future generations.  
 
That’s why in 2018 the North Shore Micmac District Council, as represented by our Board of 
Directors, which is comprised of Chiefs from our seven member Mi’kmaq communities, stepped 
up to lead the effort to eradicate smallmouth bass from the Miramichi watershed before it’s 
too late.  
 
After careful consideration and review of western based science and Indigenous knowledge, 
inclusive of a two-eyed seeing approach, we concluded that this was a necessary action to take. 
North Shore was joined in a project working group by six other Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
organizations that all want the same thing – a healthy, abundant wild Atlantic salmon 
population in the Miramichi River.  
 
The Miramichi smallmouth bass eradication project is Indigenous-led conservation. Some 
people don’t know this, some people ignore it. This project has no association to any mine or 
industrial work. This is a localized, short-term impact for the benefit of the entire 13,500 square 
kilometer watershed. If we felt otherwise, we would not be leading it.  
 
The use of a rotenone product is the only option that gives us a reasonable chance of success. 
Rotenone comes from the roots of some bean plants and is used by Indigenous people in South 
America to fish for food.  



 

 
It has been used in fisheries management since the 1950s and is now the most common way of 
dealing with invasive fish worldwide. At a few parts per billion, rotenone is lethal to fish and 
safe for humans and non-gill breathing organisms at the same levels. Research shows that 
affected areas come back quickly with species recovering over a span of a few weeks to about 
two years. 
 
In Wabanaki, and the Miramichi River, we will be able to demonstrate this through a five-year 
ecological monitoring program led by our scientists and technicians at Anqotum Resource 
Management, hopefully with assistance from scientists and technicians at Wolastoqey Nation 
New Brunswick.  
 
We observe a high level of support for our actions. During the environmental impact 
assessment of our project, 1,290 letters of support were submitted. This spring, mayors and 
councillors in Upper Miramichi, Doaktown, Blackville, and Miramichi passed motions of 
support. Our Working Group alone represents tens of thousands of people who know the 
future of the watershed depends on the outcome of this project.  
 
It is important not to lose sight of what is at stake. To delay again does not mean we maintain 
the status quo, with smallmouth concentrated in Miramichi Lake, Lake Brook, and a small 
section of the Southwest Miramichi River.  
 
A delay could guarantee the establishment of smallmouth bass outside the project area, where 
they would consume and compete with trout and salmon and change the ecosystem forever. 
 
We are committed to completing this critical conservation project. Discussions about salmon 
and future conservation efforts must be put aside until we address the pressing matter of 
invasive smallmouth.  
 
We are following the recent examples of Nova Scotia and Banff National Park where the same 
techniques were used to restore lake and river habitat for the benefit of trout and salmon. 
Wabanaki territory and the Miramichi River deserves no less.  
 
For more information contact: 
Taylor Ward – North Shore Micmac District Council 
(506) 889-3000 
taylorward@anqotum.ca 
    
The North Shore Micmac District Council provides environmental and economic development 
services to seven member Mi’kmaq First Nations. Learn more at www.nsmdc.ca 
  
  


